
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 25 November 2009] 

 p9767e-9768a 
Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [1] 

PILBARA REVITALISATION PLAN — MEETING WITH TRADITIONAL OWNERS 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.21 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of a recent meeting I had with the traditional owners of the Pilbara region in South Hedland and their 
enthusiasm to be involved in the royalties for regions Pilbara revitalisation plan. The meeting focused on ways to 
maximise the opportunities for Indigenous people under the program and to inform them of the great interest 
being shown by developers and businesses to create a better place to live in major regional centres of the Pilbara. 
The state government has major plans for the Pilbara, and the revitalisation program will provide significant 
opportunities for participation and partnership. The Premier and I will highlight a number of those when we visit 
Port Hedland and Karratha on Friday. 

The meeting with the traditional owners of the Pilbara was a vital step forward in the redevelopment program, 
and the government will work with them to ensure their involvement in any future planning. There are numerous 
opportunities for Indigenous training, employment and capacity building that will bring ongoing benefits to the 
region, as well as a long-term plan to improve infrastructure and community amenities to enhance the quality of 
life for all the people of the Pilbara. The fact that many of them travelled large distances to attend the meeting 
not only is encouraging, but also shows the interest they have in the future development of the Pilbara. The state 
government’s presence in the Pilbara will focus on a number of issues, including health, energy, water and 
community development. The Shires of Ashburton, Roebourne and East Pilbara and the Town of Port Hedland 
have been allocated funding from royalties for regions and other partners for projects to help create sustainable 
and vibrant regional communities. The projects include the South Hedland town revitalisation, $23.3 million; the 
Tom Price town centre revitalisation, $10 million; the Onslow sporting and multipurpose precinct, $7 million; 
the Newman town centre redevelopment and land release incorporating the Newman cultural precinct, 
$20 million; the Karratha learning and leisure precinct, $20 million; the rejuvenation of the Port Hedland J.D. 
Hardie centre and youth zone, $2.6 million; the South Hedland multipurpose recreation centre, $4.12 million; 
and the upgrade of public amenities and implementation of crime and safety prevention initiatives in Port 
Hedland and South Hedland, $10.78 million. 

The revitalisation of the Pilbara region is a major state government initiative and the meeting with the traditional 
landowners is a major step forward in securing their future and the future of the region. 
 


